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D_[r MO@@ M_m\_rs,D_[r MO@@ M_m\_rs,D_[r MO@@ M_m\_rs,D_[r MO@@ M_m\_rs,    

  

Welcome back to our first newsletter and upcoming meeting for the 2019 – 2020 
chapter year.  It is my pleasure to start by letting you know our chapter just received our 
12th consecutive 5-Star Rating from National.  It was announced at the Kansas Council of 
Chapters Meeting earlier this month.  Thanks to all of you for continued support of chapter 
activities.  A special thanks to Walt Nelson for the website; Shellie Harmon for keeping the 
books and her efforts to keep everyone’s dues paid up; John Hughey for the great selection 
of speakers; and Greg Willingham and Paul Inman for their work in sorting out and 
managing our membership lists.  It’s been a great team effort and well recognized by our 
12th 5-Star Award.  Hooah!!!   

In keeping our organization and our mission in the eye of the veterans in our area, Col. 
Mike Dillard, LTC John Hughey, MAJs Shellie Harmon and Andy Trager and I had a great 
time representing MOAA at this year’s Veterans Expo at the Mid-America All Indian Center 
on August 3rd.  It worked out well.  We connected with four new or former members of 
MOAA.  We also had the opportunity to interact with a few veterans groups, and to see 
and hear the latest update on improvements at McConnell AFB from the new Wing 
Commander, Col. Richard Tanner.  In addition, LTC Hughey is working on a great slate of 
speakers for our fall brunches, and we’ve been advised that we should have someone  
from MOAA National at our January meeting. 

Our guest speaker for the Sept. 15 meeting is Col. Bruce P. Heseltine, Jr., Commander 
of the 931st Air Refueling Wing at McConnell.  He is a command pilot with more than 2,700 
flight hours in a variety of aircraft.  He has also flown more than 70 combat and combat 
support sorties.  Col. Heseltine will update us on the status of air refueling operations at 
McConnell as well as providing us with information on his time as a speechwriter in the 
Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon (more on Col. Heseltine 
later in this newsletter). 

We are continuing to explore ideas on how to support veteran and JROTC/ROTC 
organizations.  Please let us know if you have any recommendations.  Also, as we normally 
do, you’ll find in this newsletter the list of this year’s advocacy items for MOAA, and a list 
of dates for our meetings this year.  As noted earlier, John Hughey is already hard at work 
scheduling great speakers for our meetings.  If you have any suggestions for a speaker, 
please let him know. 
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 Sincerely, Michael R. George, Lt. Col., USAF-Ret., President  

Chapter Luncheon and Business Meeting  

     Our chapter luncheon and business meeting is Sept. 15 at the Rolling Hills Country 

Club.  Guest speaker is Col. Bruce P. Heseltine, Jr., Commander of the 931st Air Refueling 

Wing, McConnell AFB. The wing reports to 4th Air Force, March Air Reserve Base, CA., 

and is an Air Force Reserve KC-135 Stratotanker associate unit working alongside the 22d 

Air Refueling Wing at McConnell.  Both wings support Air Mobility Command’s worldwide 

air refueling mission.  Col. Heseltine entered the Air Force in 1993 through the Reserve 

Officer Training Corps, University of Utah.  He is a command pilot with more than 2,400 

hours in various KC-135 aircraft.  He has flown more than 70 combat support sorties in 

Operations, Unified Protector, Northern and Southern Watch, Noble Eagle and both 

Enduring and Iraqi Freedom.  His unique mission qualifications include Special Operations 

Air Refueling.  One of his joint assignments was as EUR NATO Action Officer, International 

Security Affairs, Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Pentagon.  His awards and 

decorations include: Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf 

cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, and Air Medal with three oak 

leaf clusters.  The luncheon buffet opens at 11 a.m., and the program starts at 12:45 pm. 

TROW Leads Out in Conducting the Annual School Supply Giveaway at McConnell 

     Karen Wohlwend, TROW president, reports that 21 volunteers spent 54 hours last 

month providing school supplies to 306 dependents and airmen at McConnell.  Dale 

Johnson, Airmen’s Family Readiness Center, sincerely thanked the volunteers for their 

part in making the giveaway a great success.  Volunteers were Rita French, Shellie 

Harmon, Joyce Harting, Phyllis Haught, Paul and Delores Inman, Susie Moran, Donna 

Morrison, Aecha Paguette, Pat Snyder, Sue Tanner, Anne Tibbetts, Fred and Thelma 

Wilkie, Karen and Jim Wohlwend, Sue Bush and her grandchildren Lesley and David 

Perrault. 

TROW Luncheon Meeting  

 

     The next TROW luncheon is set for Friday, Sept. 20, at the Wichita Country Club, 

8501 E. 13th St.  Meeting starts at 11:30 a.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

Derby High School JROTC Performs Community Services 
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     The Derby HS AFJROTC had a busy year.  They were awarded the Silver Star 

Community Service Award for contributing over 6,000 community services hours this year.  

Only 45 of 8,880 AFJROTC Units are selected for the award.  The cadets were also 

awarded the Distinguished Unit Award.  Cadets also helped with the Derby Public School 

District Summer Free Meals program.  Eleven AFJROTC students volunteered their time 

and more than 32,000 meals were served.  The School Color Guard Team presented 

colors at a retirement ceremony for one of the cadet’s father.  Another member of the color 

guard was also a retiree’s son.  Cadets also helped set-up tables, chairs, and displays for 

the Derby Public School District’s Job Fair.  Lastly, 36 cadets helped children navigate 

through various game stations during the Swaney Elementary School welcome back to 

school block party.  Cadets also helped set-up, tore down and cleaned up after the  

program was over.  

 

Upcoming Wichita MOAA Chapter Meeting Dates for 2019 – 2020 

 
     Chapter meeting dates for the remainder of 2019, and throughout 2020 are as follows:  

Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Dec. 8, Jan. 19, Feb. 16, Mar. 15, Apr. 19, May 17, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, 

Nov. 15, Dec. 20.  

 

National MOAA’s Take Action Center 
   These important issues require your immediate attention.  Send your elected officials a 

MOAA-suggested message today by going to www.MOAA.org, and locating the take 

action center. 

Do not Dismantle Military Medicine 

   The readiness and effectiveness of America’s armed forces demand a full complement 

of well-trained medical professionals.  But the Defense Department’s fiscal 2020 budget 

would eliminate 20 percent of military medical positions, along with other reorganization 

measures.  This shortsighted “reform” effort could have drastic, even deadly 

consequences—on the battlefield and throughout American healthcare. 

Ensure Safe Housing for Military Families 

   When military families face health threats in their homes, it can be harder for 

servicemembers to focus on their mission.  Congress is considering legislation to address 

health threats in base housing—by remediating environmental hazards, establishing 

strong tenants’ rights procedures, and restoring proper oversight of construction and 

maintenance contractors. 

 

Act Now to End the Widows Tax 
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     Current federal law requires survivors of deceased military members to forfeit part or 

all their purchased Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuity when they are awarded the VA’s 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).  This loss of any portion of the SBP 

annuity is known as the widows tax.  For about 66,000 military survivors, the widows tax 

makes SBP the only insurance that you pay into but are legally prohibited from collecting.  

The House version of the annual defense bill contains a provision to end what’s commonly 

referred to as the widows tax. 

Act Now to Help Veteran Caregivers 

     The transparency and Effective Accountability Measures (TEAM) for Veteran 

Caregivers Act improves the veterans caregiver program by ensuring all caregivers are 

included in the veterans’ medical records, establishing a minimum standard of information 

in downgrade notification letters, and extending benefits for at least 90 days after a 

termination letter is sent for cases where a veteran is deemed “no longer clinically eligible” 

for the program. 

Do Not Cap Pay or Cut Benefits 

     Military pay and benefits matter.  But apparently not to the Congressional Budget 

Office.  On its list of budget options for lawmakers to consider are capping your pay raises 

and cutting back your basic allowance for housing (BAH).  Military families depend on 

BAH, and it’s only right that military pay keep pace with civilian salaries. 

Do Not Raise Tricare Fees 

     Think your health care already costs enough? So, do we.  But jacking up your 

TRICARE fees and out-of-pocket costs is on the list of budget options for lawmakers to 

consider.  That would ignore the price military retirees and their families have paid up front 

with their service and sacrifice. 

Support Full Concurrent Receipt for Disabled Military Retirees 

     Act now to support H.R. 333, the Disabled Veterans Tax Termination Act.  This bill 

provides full concurrent receipt for disabled military retirees, including Chapter 61 retirees. 

      

      


