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I hope all had a bountiful and Happy Thanksgiving and are planning to attend our 
December social brunch.  Having said that, I just learned of the passing of LTC Terry Berk 
of our Chapter.  Terry was a stalwart member or chapter having served as Chapter 
President and as the Committee Chairman of our chapter’s leadership nomination and 
selection committee and our JROTC Golf Tournament Committee and Scholarship 
Committee. His hard work and dedication helped us be the outstanding chapter we’ve 
been for many years.  According to an email from Sue Bush who talked with Sue Berk, the 
funeral is Friday, December 6th, 2 p.m. at Chapel Hill United Methodist Church, located at 
1550 N. Chapel Hill Street, Wichita, KS.  This is near the 13th street and Hwy 96 bypass 
exit. Viewing begins at 1 p.m. at the Chapel. Burial will be in Texas. Please join me in a 
prayer and condolences for Sue Berk as she deals with his passing.   

Last month we had an exceptional presentation by Teresa Cowan-Christen Psy.D. of 
Welcome Wellness LLC, Horses, Humans and Healing.  Her organization appears to be 
doing an amazing job working with veterans with physical and PTSD situations.  Our 
December brunch is a social event.  Time to visit with friends and enjoy music by the Not 
Worthy Band.  Our brunch will be this Sunday, 8 December.  Also, please put 19 January 
on your calendar for our first brunch in the new year.  Our guest speaker will be COL (R) 
Jeri Graham, Member - MOAA Board of Directors.  

 In closing, I hope that as we approach Christmas and the New Year, we all can be 
thankful for the year gone by and ready to enjoy what is to come.  Have a very Merry 
Christmas and a Blessed, Joyous New Year. 

As always, your input is always welcome. Email all concerns to me 
m2george55@gmail.com.  Also, please save the dates for upcoming MOAA Meetings: 
16 Feb, 15 Mar, 19 Apr, 17 May, 20 Sep, 18 Oct, 15 Nov, and 6 Dec. 

 
  Sincerely,              

       Michael R. George, President  
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TROW Luncheon Meeting  

 

The next TROW luncheon is set for Friday, Dec. 20, at the Wichita Country Club.  The 

program begins at 10:30 a.m. and features The Not Worthy Band.  The 3-member group 

will play a variety of Christmas and gospel tunes. 

 

Chapter Luncheon and Business Meeting  

 

Our chapter luncheon and business meeting is Dec. 8 at the Rolling Hills Country Club.  

The luncheon buffet opens at 11 a.m., and the program starts at 12:30 p.m. Our 

entertainment will be provided by the “Not Worthy Band”.  The band has been together 

for 15 years and entertain at hospitals, churches, nursing homes and assisted living 

centers, among others.  Their repertoire ranges from big, band, country, and swing to 

gospel and hymns.  Two member of the band, Tom Mikkelson and Dean Tuinstra, are 

retired Air Force vets, while Tom’s wife, Alice grew up in an Air Force family. Their 

mission is to bring joy and cheer to those needing a musical lift. Come out and enjoy this 

wonderful group 

JROTC Cadets Visit WSU, VA Hospital and McConnell 

Our chapter vice president, LTC John Hughey, reported that 44 JROTC students received 

an orientation from the Wichita State University financial aid and admissions office.  The 

cadets also participated in a panel discussion with current WSU ROTC students who 

reported the program will continue to grow.  However, since this is the first year of 

existence, no cadets will be commissioned until 2021. In other JROTC news, Maj. Shellie 

Harmon led 10 Mead Middle School cadets to the VA Hospital where they presented 

handmade laundry bags as a project designed to help our vets.  Eight cadets went to 

McConnell AFB to help make “goody boxes” to send to troops serving overseas. 

 

Operation Warm Heart – McConnell AFB 
 
Operation Warm Heart is a Non-Profit / Tax exempt organization operated from donations 
and designed to help offset the needs of McConnell’s Airmen on an individual case-by -
case basis. The First Sergeants Council manages, receives and distributes charitable 
funds to service members and families who need assistance.  Our effort is to promote the 
health and welfare of active duty and Reserve, along with Department of Defense (DOD) 
civilian personnel.  We can take money out of this fund and give it directly to them without 
any payback from the member. It’s a great organization that we manage ourselves to help 
the Airmen on this base. 
  

Commissary dates/times: 
7, 14, 21 Dec (Saturdays) – 0900-1500 
8, 15, 22 Dec (Sundays) – 1000-1500 
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BX dates/times: 
21 Dec – 0900-1500 
22 Dec – 1100 - 1600 
  

22nd Medical Group – McConnell AFB 
 
The following announcement is from MSgt. Rachel Hatfield, First Sergeant for the 22nd 
Medical Group: “We have received our shipment of flu shots for all beneficiaries, ages 6 
months and older who are enrolled at the clinic.  Our Immunizations Clinic is open from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. On Thursdays the clinic opens at 9 a.m. If you have any questions, 
call the clinic at 316-759-5054.  No appointment is necessary.” 
  
Did you know that you can pick up over-the-counter medications for yourself and 
dependent children under 18 (limit 3 medications per patient, per month)? All you need to 
do is go to the Pharmacy, fill out the SICK (Self-Initiated Care Kit) form and get a number 
from the kiosk (be sure to select over-the-counter option). This program is NOT meant to 
replace the advice of medical personnel and it is NOT for those on flight status, or pregnant 
women. 
  

 DoD to Expand Commissary, MWR and Exchange Access 

 
The Department of Defense is expanding commissary, military exchange, and morale, 
welfare and recreation (MWR) retail privileges on U.S. military installations, as required 
by the FY2019 Defense Authorization Act. Starting Jan. 1, 2020, access will expand to 
include all veterans with service-connected disabilities, veterans who are Purple Heart 
recipients, veterans who are former prisoners of war, and approved individuals 
designated as the primary family caregivers of eligible veterans under the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Program for Family Caregivers. While this expansion will extend 
eligibility to more than 4.1 million new patrons, the DoD expects little to no impact on 
current patrons in most locations. There may be some impact in areas with a high cost of 
living, but the DoD is preparing to accommodate all new patrons. 
 
New patrons now eligible by the Act should be aware that the law requires the DoD 
charge them a small user fee to offset the increased expense incurred by the 
Department of the Treasury for processing commercial credit or debit cards used for 
purchases at commissary stores. 
 
The DoD is finalizing the details for these new privileges with the VA, Homeland Security 
and the Treasury. Information will be announced soon regarding installation access and 
the authentication process for these privileges. To learn more about the commissary, 
military exchange and MWR expansion. 
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Ongoing Christmas Attractions in Wichita 

Botanica Illuminations 

Botanica, 701 Amidon St., Wichita:  See the spectacular family-friendly light display that 
has become an annual tradition in Wichita! Botanica’s Illuminations also includes live 
music, hot beverages, and plenty of holiday fun. through December 31, 2018. (Closed on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.) 

Let it Snow at the Dome 

Exploration Place, 300 N. McLean Blvd., Wichita 

Opens Saturday, November 30. This fun family show in the Dome theater at Exploration 
Place will put you in the seasonal mood with holiday images and scenes set to favorite 
songs. No museum admission needed to do the Dome.  Dome-only fees are $3 for kids 
ages 3 to 11, $5 for adults and $4 for seniors 65 and older. 

Kansas in Miniature Holiday Show 

Exploration Place, 300 N. McLean Blvd., Wichita 

See the popular “Kansas in Miniature” display – an elaborate, animated miniature of a 
1950s Kansas town – decked out with the sights and sounds of the holiday season – 
complete with a Christmas parade and nostalgic music. The display is included with 
Exploration Place admission; free for members. 

Fulton Valley Farms A Country Christmas 

Friday and Saturday evenings throughout the holiday season, enjoy the lights and visit 
with Santa and his reindeer on the farm in rural Kansas. A Country Christmas at Fulton 
Valley Farm is only $5 per person. 

Prairie Pines Christmas 

Experience an old-fashioned family Christmas tradition of going out to choose your tree 
and enjoy other traditional holiday activities too at Prairie Pines Christmas Tree Farm. 

North Pole Substation 

1841 S. Glenn in Wichita 

Visit with Santa, Mrs. Claus, and the elves at the North Pole sub-station in Wichita. Decked 
out with a festive Christmas light display and run by the non-profit organization Claus, Inc., 
the North Pole Substation is at 1841 S. Glenn in Wichita. 
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